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   There are stories in Scripture about the demon possessed.  For example, in Matthew, there is a story about a 
Syrian Phoenician woman who brought her demon-possessed daughter to Jesus for help.  Jesus, after some 
discussion, drives out the demon.  This is only one of a few stories.  We seem to have a tendency to overlook these 
stories, either out of confusion because we don’t understand demons, or because we just don’t know what to do with 
the demon-possessed and Jesus authority over demons. 
 I think one way we can understand these stories is in light of mental health.  Perhaps those who were demon-
possessed back then, are the ones who are schizophrenic, bi-polar, depressed, or who have autism or Asperger’s 
today.   
 For so long society has pushed these people, these creations of God, these hidden blessings, to the side.  
Many have been thrown into institutions where they are forgotten, or worse, locked up in jails.  Mental health, that 
science that has to do with the mind and the cognitive processes, is not in and of itself and exact science.  There is so 
much that we don’t understand, and that makes it scary.  It’s a scary life for the person who suffers this disability, and 
it’s scary for those around them who don’t understand what’s going on or what to do. 
 I’m not sure many of us can really understand the issues.  We wonder what’s going on in a person’s mind 
when they are suffering depression for example.  We often ask why can’t they just get over it, or be happy?  I think it’s 
like trying to describe the color red to a blind person who has never seen before.  We can’t understand because we 
don’t function on the same level, or we don’t see the world in the same light.  We have to acknowledge, or take the 
position that it’s not so much that something is wrong with a person, as they simply, perhaps over-simply, see the 
world differently.  Once we accept that, then we can move more quickly to answering how we can be in community 
with someone with these challenges.   
 The church universal is uniquely suited to be a community that accepts these people.  After all, we, in our own 
identities, have something in common.  Jesus came to reach the least, lost, and last.  That would be all of us.  As a 
people who struggle to see Christ, to put our feet into the sand in which he walked, we are not just called, but 
mandated to reach out and embrace those who society scorns.  We don’t get to be the priest or the Levite who walked 
on the other side of the road.  We, all of us, are tasked to be the Samaritan, who got his hands dirty, bloody, and gave 
of himself and his finances to reach the one who was abandoned.   
 The church, while it may not have the skills of the doctors, can be a therapeutic community.  We can be a 
place where the hurting, and the abandoned can find an embracing community.  We can be one where their 
idiosyncrasies are acknowledged, but where they are still welcomed in as one of God’s children.  We need to ask 
ourselves not how to protect ourselves in their midst, as much as what can we do to reach them.  These bridges need 
to be built in the same way we work to reach the homeless, the hungry, and the elderly.  They need to be built with 
unconditional love.  They need to be built wherever there is someone who needs to be reached, not just in the church 
building. 
 I’m quite partial to a story I heard in the television show West Wing some years ago.  There was a man who 
was walking along one day.  On his way, he fell down into a hole.  While down there he cried out for help.  One person 
came, and tried to tell him how to get it out, but it didn’t work.  Another person threw him a rope, but it didn’t reach.  
Then a good friend of his came, and jumped down in with him.  The man looked at his friend, and said what are you 
doing.  Now we’re both trapped.  The man said yes, but I’ve been here before and I know the way out. 
 No, many of us have not been there before.  We don’t know what it’s like to be made fun of because we can’t 
function.  We don’t necessarily know the paralyzing fear of crowds, loud noises, of a changed schedule, or a 
disorganized desk.  And yet, just as Jesus would go and find the one lost sheep, we too need to better find ways to sit 
with that person who does have these struggles, and walk with them.   
 Pentecost, the birthday of the church, the time when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples, thus initiating the 
beginning Christ’s church in the world, is coming.  We will celebrate this day on May 15.  Jesus did not abandon us, or 
leave us alone.  We are called to not abandon the least, the lost or the last. 
 I invite everyone to pause, and look around.  Yes, even within the loving arms of the New Hope congregation, 
there are those who struggle.  There are those who see problems in others, and at the same time do not realize that 
they have their own struggles.  There are undiagnosed challenges.  Along with them are the ones who have been 
diagnosed or identified.  We cannot just go about our daily lives without involving them.  To do so is worse than 
criminal.  Take a moment some time to sit with the person who is hiding in the corner.  Be respectful when that person 
acts in a way that you find disconcerting, or in way that is not normal for you.  You don’t know their struggle.  But, you 
can still help them, and be a friend.  And frankly, friendship that is given unconditionally, when it is not asked for, when 
it is unexpected, may be the best kind of friendship.  We didn’t see Jesus coming, but he left us with some precious 
gifts.  Now we too, can be a gift to someone 
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PASTOR’S CORNER by brian Long 



YOUR SESSION AT WORK  BY JANET RAINEY, CLERK OF SESSION 
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Summary of Business Conducted During April 2016 
 

• Sustained the examination of RE Julia Nugent, elected to serve in the Session Class of 2016. 
• Approved the use of New Hope as a neutral pulpit for a visiting pastor search committee to hear one of their 

candidates preach (on May 22). 
• Approval seeking presbytery’s endorsement to renew Rev. Peg Ferguson’s Parish Associate 

position/relationship. 
• Approved the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday, July 17. 
• Affirmed there will not be a worship service on Sunday, December 25, 2016 (Christmas Day). 

 
The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor.  
 
Other Information  
• Patricia Cole will be responsible for opening and closing the building on Sundays in May, plus preparing the 

communion elements for the worship service on May 1 and 15 and giving the devotion and opening prayer at the 
May 17 stated session meeting. 

 
• Next hosting of HOPE Impacts (outreach to the homeless) is on Saturday, May 7 (8-11 a.m.) 
• The last Parents’ Night Out evening of the current school year is Friday, May 13. 
• The next blood drive at New Hope is re-scheduled for after worship on June 12. 
 
• Next stated meeting of New Covenant Presbytery is scheduled for Saturday, July 16, 2016, at First Presbyterian 

Church, Orange TX. 
 
 Special Note: Members of the congregation are always welcome (and are encouraged) to  attend 
 presbytery meetings as observers (no voice, no vote). If you have an interest in  attending a meeting (9:00 
a.m. to approx. 3:30 p.m. with lunch available if ordered in  advance), please let me know and I will see that 
you are registered as a visitor.  
 
If you would like more details, or have questions, about any of these items please feel free to contact me by 
telephone (281 579 3368) or email (dandjrainey@mac.com). 

The choral anthems that are presented at the Worship Service are not just one of the "frills" of the Service. The 
faithful people who rehearse and sing the anthems go to the very heart of the New Hope Congregationsitting in the 
pews.  The Choir is expressing their hearts and souls in song. 

 
When each singer gets together with a group of other singers , it becomes more than the sum of parts. 
These people are expressing their soul in song and this goes to the very heart of our humanity and 
our senses of community.  And, isn't this exactly what we need in this world ? 

 
No choir is perfect.  Musical excellence is, of course, at the heart of it.  But, even if a choir is not the 
greatest - God still hears and is pleased. The sound of the singers drawing breath at the same instant gives new 
meaning to the phrase, “corporate inspiration". 
  
A church without a choir is like a body without a soul! 
  
IN THE WORK...................Priscilla 

The importance of the church choir by Priscilla niermann, choir director 
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THE JOY OF PRACTICING FAITH  by janet rainey 

The Sunday morning adult faith formation group has completed recently a seven-week DVD-based introduction to 
the central practices of the Christian faith (the Animate – Practices series produced by Sparkhouse). We want to 
share what we discussed and considered. 
 
In the episode entitled “Mission – The Needs Right Around You,” we met Enuma Okoro, a Nigerian-American 
award-winning author, and speaker. She talked of the overwhelming need in the world that can sometimes paralyze 
us and keep us from action. However, if we focus our attention on the smaller picture, we often see places of need 
that have been right in front of us all along. Her message asked us to expand the idea of “mission to those in need” 
beyond people in crisis, to small-scale things around us as well. She talked of hesitating when offered a job in 
Honduras, and of “sitting still and learning to serve God in ways that are not full of novelty adventure.” The place 
where she was at that time was just the right place. She did not have to hop on a plane to do mission. We were 
reminded that service isn’t something that happens out there; it is possible and maybe even essential to serve God 
anywhere we find ourselves. Church is found wherever we practice serving God with our hands and feet, in broken 
places in the world and in the broken lives of others. 
 
Enuma reminded us that service is rooted in seeing. We were asked to consider what needs we see in our day-to-
day lives, and to think about the needs around us that we tend to ignore or overlook. Only by getting to know people 
do we learn about needs that are not so obvious. She articulated that Christian service is about loving one another 
well… and making ourselves available to meet one another’s needs as much as we can. We are to serve and expect 
nothing in return. When people serve others, those served get a glimpse of God and Christ takes on flesh all over 
again. We all carry Christ in us wherever we go.  
 
We discussed the assertion that service isn’t just something we do for other people. It changes us by shifting our 
time, attention, and resources to something other than ourselves. 
We talked about how practicing intentional, sustainable, acts of service might change our perspective, our 
neighborhood, and our community. We were challenged to ask ourselves what our faith community does that feels 
welcoming to others, and what we might be doing that leaves people feeling on the outside. As Jesus said,” Who 
wishes to be great among you, must first be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your 
slave. The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve.” When we serve we are doing Kingdom work, and only 
then are we imitating God’s humility. 
 

At our meeting on May 4, 2016 we studied our final Lesson—Nine, “River of Life—Hope” from the Horizons 
Bible Study Come to the Waters. In this lesson, which was taught by Cathy Bliton, we looked at the 
meaning of hope and what it is to live in hope in “in-between times” when we know of the revelation of 
Christ but not the revelation of end times. 
 
We also instaledl new officers at our May meeting.  They are Cathy Bliton (Moderator), Iris Hymel (Co-
Moderator), Linda Owens (Secretary), Janet Rainey (Treasurer) and Lynn Schulenberg (Historian).  After 
the meeting, we enjoyed a good meal and fellowship at the Saltgrass Steak House. 
 
In April, several members volunteered at Eternal Food Ministry, decorated luminaries for the Katy Relay for 
Life, attended the PW Spring Gathering on Saturday the 16th and spent a week sorting, pricing and working 
the church’s Trash to Treasure Yard Sale.  We had hoped to visit the Painted Churches near Schulenberg, 
TX and see bluebonnets and other spring flowers along the way but the weather has been uncooperative.   
 
We invite you to join us in fellowship and mission work every Wednesday and for our Bible Study and 
Business meeting at 10am in the Parlor on the first Wednesday in May. 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  BY LAURA MANN, MODERATOR 
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Report from 
STATED MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW COVENANT 

Saturday, March 19, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, Conroe, Texas 

 
New Hope’s attending representatives were minister member Brian Long, elected ruling elder 
commissioner Janet Rainey, and ruling elder Cathy Bliton (with privilege of voice and vote by virtue of 
her position as chair of Presbytery’s Finance Committee). 
 
Worship was led by youth from the Presbyterian Youth Connection Council (PYCC). Youth elders 
anointed the attendees and served communion by intinction.  Stephen Jacobo, PYCC youth co-
moderator shared his personal testimony and spiritual journey. The offering was designated to help 
defray expenses for attending this summer’s Youth Triennium, and totaled $2,832. 
 
Keynote Address – “What Breaks God’s Heart in Your Neighborhood?” by the Rev. Jan Edmiston, 
Associate Executive Presbyter of Chicago Presbytery (whose specialty is congregational ministry and 
community outreach). Jan called us to consider what we would do for our neighborhoods, for the sake of 
the Gospel and doing Kingdom work. She challenged us to grow new opportunities and possibilities for 
ministries of love and hope in the changing communities around us, and invited us to consider new ways 
we could gain insight into local needs, and build intentional relationships side-by-side with individuals and 
organizations. 
 
Selected Highlighted Business Items  
• Heard Rev. Mike Cole’s 13th and last “State of the Presbytery” address (he retires at the end of 

2016) – He shared his views on how lovable and capable we are as a presbytery. We are trustworthy, 
grace-filled, responsible, creative…. and also capable of doing courageous and loveable things in 
new mission opportunities, youth ministry, new worshipping communities (one of the six is at New 
Hope), and interfaith ministries. Mike ended his presentation with his adaptation of George and Ira 
Gershwin’s song, “They Can’t Take That Away From Me.”  

• Voted on Motions to Concur with Ten Overtures proposed for consideration at this summer’s 
General Assembly – The nine from Foothills Presbytery in S. Carolina, dealt with suggestions to 
improve the processes that govern our General Assemblies; eight of the nine failed by as little as 1, 2 
or 3 votes. The tenth request for concurrence was from Mission Presbytery in Texas, and it called for 
the PCUSA to commit to playing an active part in the global response to HIV and AIDS. It passed.  

• Approved Operating Budget for 2016 – The budget was presented by Cathy Bliton. It is 
unbalanced (expenses exceed revenues by $152,019, but can be balanced by revenues from other 
sources, such as note payments from congregations who have been dismissed from the PCUSA) 
Total revenues down $97,000 from last year. Total expenses down $78,000 from last year. 

• Dismissed the congregation of Love Korean Presbyterian Church in Houston to the Covenant 
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO). 

• Commissioned the eight elders (four teaching elders, four ruling elders) and one youth 
advisory delegate elected to serve as Commissioners to the 222nd General Assembly, this 
coming June, in Portland OR. 

 
Other 
ü In recognition of 47 years of service to the presbytery, RE Sharon Darden was granted two months of 

extra vacation for 2016 (she plans to spend part of it attending General Assembly) 
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Bank Balances as of APRIL 30, 2016 

Operating Account  $17,219.30 

Special Account  $43,037.86 
 

      Actual      Budget 

Income $64,375.95  $58,398.22  ($5,977.73 over budget)  

Expenses $61,513.46  $72,192.66  ($10,679.20 under budget) 

 

Our income was $2,862.49 more than expenses through the end of April 2016.  This is mostly due 

to the very successful garage sale.  Good job everyone! 

Stewardship financial report 

Child development center by Julie golden, cdc director 

Wow, I can’t believe that school is almost over. It feels like this year just started. We lost a week in April 
due to the flood so everyone is rushing around trying to get everything wrapped up. 
 
Our parent teacher conferences went well. All of our friends are doing such a great job. The first week of 
May, we invited all of our Moms to our annual Mother’s Day Teas. 
 
Everyone had a great time, the children were very excited to give their mothers a special handmade gift. 
May 9 & 10 will be our Wet and Messy Days. The children will play in the sprinklers, go fishing in the water 
tables, play with bubbles & paint, and maybe even roll in the mud. 
 
Our last day of school is Thursday, May 19. May 19 is also our Graduation ceremony for the Turtles and 
Bees classes, there will be a small reception immediately following for the graduates and their families. 

Our Trash to Treasure sale was a great success.  Rob Bliton, Kathy and Patricia Cole were on the 
leadership team that put this event together.  The majority of church member participated in various 
aspects of the sale:  receiving items for the sale every day the week before the sale, sorting and pricing 
and organizing items.  The day of the sale Cathy & Rob Bliton were here about 5:00 a.m. to start setting 
up in the parking lot.  Soon after a lot of people arrived and we were able to get everything moved out by 
8:00 a.m. 

 
A big thank you to the people who manned the checkout booth!  They priced items on the fly, manned the 
cash box, and checked people out quickly and efficiently.  The youth group was in charge of the 
lemonade stand and the Galer’s cooked and sold hot dogs. 
 
It was a wonderful day and everyone had fun.  We were able to help members of our community with low 
priced items and the church was able to raise a little more than $3000.00 

TRASH TO TREASURE SALE 
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Wow!  Our “Trash to Treasure” sale on Saturday, April 23 was a tremendous success.  Thanks to 
everyone who donated and helped with sorting and pricing the preceding four days.  Most of all, 
thanks to all who came at 6 am to set-up and most who stayed until the 2 KCM trucks were 
loaded with the leftovers.  A special thanks to the guys who followed purchasers home to deliver 
big things.  The Galer’s hotdog lunches and our youth group’s lemonade kept us going through 
the long, hot day.  The weather cooperated with a sunny day and no rain. Let’s give it a rest for a 
couple of years so we can accumulate lots more for another big sale in the future. 
We will celebrate two communion services in May.  The first one, of course, is the first Sunday, 
May 1.  The second is Pentecost, May 15.  Everyone who has red in their wardrobe is 
encouraged to wear that color on that day.  Communion will be by intinction.  Gluten-free crackers 
have now been a part of every communion service for the last year.   
 
In late May or early June, we will have graduation for first graders who no longer need attend 
“Little Angels” during Sunday Worship.  Please advise Christy Callahan of any high school or 
college graduates we may not be aware of so we can recognize them that day, as well.  “Little 
Angels” will continue this summer since we have children who attend regularly and are below the 
age of 7.  We are still looking for a paid nursery attendant, so the “Little Angels” leaders will 
double in that capacity.  
 
The Chancel Choir usually has a break in the summer, so we can have family vacations.  Our 
Parish Associate, Rev. Margaret (Peg) Ferguson will be our interim Choir Director, until a 
permanent person is hired.   The choir will sing through June 12.  There will be no Wednesday 
rehearsals in the summer, but the choir will sing on July 3 and August 7.  All former choir 
members and some of you who might have considered joining the choir are welcome to come 
early to rehearse at 10 am and sing with us on those occasions.  Robes will not be worn in the 
summer.  Perhaps, you will enjoy it so much; you’ll join us in the fall.  High schoolers are 
welcome, too.  Choir rehearsals begin again on Wednesday after KISD reconvenes.  Rehearsals 
start at 7:00 pm and end at 8:30 pm or sooner. 
 
If you would like to be added to the list for liturgist or usher, please call me at 281/395-4607 or 
email jennyegiles@gmail.com.  New liturgists and ushers are assigned each quarter.  If someone 
is unable to keep the date assigned, we ask that you try and trade with another New Hope 
member, so we are not scurrying around trying to fill positions at the last minute.  Also, having the 
correct names in the Sunday bulletin helps visitors or new members get acquainted. 
 
The Worship Ministry meets the second Sunday in the month.  Our next meeting is after church 
service on May 8.  We would love to add members to our group and would appreciate your input. 

1

WORSHIP MINISTRY NEWS BY JENNYE GILES WORSHIP MINISTRY ELDER 

2
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New Covenant Presbytery’s Vision – growing congregations that passionately engage their 
community to make disciples 
 
New Covenant Presbytery’s Mission – confessing Jesus Christ as Lord; connecting one another 
in ministry; challenging one another for mission 
 
The following information has been taken from the latest editions of our presbytery’s bimonthly 
newsletter (”Connections”) and weekly e-newsletter (“Tuesday Connect”). Both of these 
communications can be accessed on the Presbytery’s website: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org 
(listed in the “Stay Connected” box on the home page). 
  
PRESBYTERY MEETING RECORDINGS 
Audio files from the March 19, Stated Presbytery Meeting are now available on the Presbytery’s 
website (www.pbyofnewcovenant.org). You can listen to Rev. Mike Cole’s State of the Presbytery 
address and Rev. Jan Edmiston’s keynote talk on “What Breaks God’s Heart in Your 
Neighborhood.”  
 
NEXT PRESBYTERY MEETING 
The next stated presbytery meeting is on Saturday, July 16, at First Presbyterian Church, in 
Orange, TX. In lieu of a keynote speaker, we will hear highlights/insights/ recollections from the 
presbytery commissioners recently returned from the 222nd General Assembly in Portland, 
Oregon.  
 
Please keep the following nine people in prayer as they represent our presbytery at this year’s 
General Assembly gathering in Portland, Oregon (June 18-25): 
TE* Nora Fitch (Houston, St Thomas)            RE* Regena Bass (Wharton, First)                       
TE Becky Downs (Houston, John Knox)  RE Johnna Cormier (Port Neches, Trinity) 
TE Kevin Boyd (Houston, St. Paul)  RE Gary Denmon (Atascocita)                          
TE David Green (Conroe, First)   RE James Cooper (Houston, Pinecrest) 
Young Adult Advisory Delegate – Aaron Seay (Sugar Land, First) 
 
(*TE = Teaching Elder (aka Reverend)  *RE = Ruling Elder (previously, “Elder”)) 
 

1

News from your presbytery by Janet Rainey 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
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MAY 

5/4 Ron & Fiona Day 

5/25 Robert & Loretta Marinelli 

5/27 Balde & Edna Saenz 

5/2 Kirsty Rainey 

5/5 Kelly Ferguson 

5/9  Mac McConaughey 

5/14 Lavita Golightly 

5/14 Lydia Njome 

5/15   Kimberly Long 

5/17 Todd Beckett 

5/19 Laura Mann 

5/23 Rob Bliton 

5/24 Sarah Njome 

5/27 Annie Nicoletti 

5/30 Lynn Schulenberg 

 

1

MINISTRY MEETINGS OCCUR ON 
THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULE 
 
First Sunday of each Month 

• Christian Ed -1  
Ministry Meeting 

• Communications Ministry 
Meeting 

•  
Second Sunday of each Month 

• Outreach Ministry Meeting 
• Worship Ministry Meeting 
• Congregation Care Ministry 

Meeting 
 

Third Sunday of the Month 
• Mission Ministry Meeting 
• Stewardship Ministry Meeting 
• Christian Ed. 2 (Youth) Ministry 

Meeting 
 
Fourth Sunday of the Month 

• Building & Grounds Ministry 
Meeting 

• Fellowship Ministry Meeting  
•  

(All Ministry Meetings are at 12:00 
following Sunday Worship) 
 
Other Regularly Scheduled Activities                               
 
First Saturday – Hope Impacts 
Every Tuesday Night: Cub Scouts 
Every Weds. Morning:  PW 
Every Thursday Night:  AA 

2

Upcoming Events 

5/7 Hope Impacts (7:00 am – 11:00 am) 

5/13 Relay for Life, Katy Park (7:00 pm – 7:00 am 5/14) 

5/19 CDC Graduation (10:30 am) 

5/30 Memorial Day Holiday (Office Closed) 

Blood Drive  that was scheduled for 5/22 has been moved to June 12. 

 

 


