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OUTREACH NEWS 

New Hope’s Child Development Center (Preschool) is 

holding its Annual Family Dinner and Fundraiser at the 

end of this month – on Thursday, March 30, from 5:30 

p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The meal price will include meatballs 

and spaghetti and a drink. Desserts can be purchased 

at the Bake Sale table.  

Meal prices are:  
 Adults - $5;  
 Children aged 3 and older - $3 
 Children aged 2 and younger – Free 
(Tickets purchased after March 27 will be $6 and $4) 
 
For your convenience, a table will be set up in 
Schulenberg Hall, after worship each Sunday this 
month, for the sale of meal tickets.  
 
On the night, raffle tickets can be purchased for the 
“Tin Can” raffle, featuring themed baskets of goodies 
(toys, games, food, etc.) and other items. As in 
previous years, the Presbyterian Women’s group will 
be contributing two “Disney-themed” baskets. 
  

It is with great joy that I can tell you that once and twice 
again our loving congregation has risen to the 
challenges.  The general store was indeed emptied out 
thus we are answering the call to feed the hungry.  In 
addition, our blood drive was a huge success with first 
time givers, friends from outside the congregation 
donating, and more than twenty of our family freely 
giving of themselves, literally. 
 
As a side note, Terry has restocked the general 
store.  While he was acquiring the products for the 
ministry, a lady approached him and asked him why he 
was buying so much food.  He explained about our food 
pantry, and she gave him a monetary donation.  It’s 
further evidence that we are making a difference in the 
community. 
 
The challenge for each of us is to prove that while there 
are still a great many who are hungry, and a great 
multitude who are lonely, there is an even greater 
abundance of God’s love. 

 

 

Outreach took a total of $230.00 to Eternal Food 

Ministries.  The shelves are now restocked for your 

shopping convenience. 

CDC FAMILY DINNER/FUNDRAISER 

Ash Wednesday service 

We will have our Ash Wednesday Service on 

March 1 at 6:30 p.m. with the imposition of 

ashes.  Participating in the service will be Rev. 

Peg Ferguson with assistance from Elder Linda 

Owens and the chancel choir led by our Director 

of Music Ministry, Dr. John Paul Johnson, along 

with our organist, Priscilla Niermann.   

There will be no Bible Study that evening 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 

 

 

 The human brain is an amazing machine.  Yes, I said machine.  It receives images, processes 
them, and creates a response or output.  The human brain can process images in as little as 13 
milliseconds.  That is 13 1,000’s of a second.  Wow! 

 The average brain processes between 50,000 and 70,000 thoughts a day.  Unfortunately, about 
70% are negative.  (That’s a lot of negativity.)  And, just to show how crazy life is, our attention spans are 
getting shorter.  (Maybe I need to shorten my sermons.)  As further proof of our overly stimulated world, 
millennials, the younger people, according to studies are more forgetful than the baby-boomers. 

 So what does all this lead to?  The season of Lent is right around the corner.  No seriously, it starts 
tomorrow.  Life will go on.  We will continue to get up, grab a quick breakfast, put dinner in the crockpot, go 
to school or work, maybe have some lunch, come home and hopefully have a large family dinner, and call 
it a day.  In between the alarm clock or phone, and closing our book at the end of the day, we will be 
bombarded by bill boards, try to remember if we put dinner in the crockpot, be overwhelmed by numerous 
news reports, hear countless sounds from music, conversations, cars, trains, planes, and anything else 
that passes us.  We will read books, watch television, worry about that dinner for the 50th time, play games, 
and solve puzzles.  Somewhere in our minds we will plan for the future, worry about the past, panic about 
that dinner in the crockpot, plan out conversations to come, rehash old conversations, and think that 
person walking down the street is really cute.  You get the picture.  Oh, and yes, the crockpot meal was 
ready. 

 So now comes the question.  Where in all of this is God?  Psalm 46:10 says in part, “Be still, and 
know that I am God.”  Seriously, the Psalmist wants us to be still.  Doesn’t he know how busy we are?  
Well yes, he does.   

 The answer to the question of “where in all of this is God,” is God is always there.  We simply don’t 
focus on the Divine.  We allow our minds wander and focus on things that simply aren’t that important.  
Lent is a time for us to re-focus.   

 Some people re-focus by giving up something like candy, while others start something like a book.  
Still others will wear a rubber band, or commit to praying.  There is no right or wrong on what to do or not 
to do.  What matters is that we develop or re-develop a habit that helps us to remember that God is 
present, God is in control, and that God’s will is being worked out in the world. 

 Just think.  70% of our thoughts are negative.  That’s getting close to 50,000 negative thoughts on 
average, per person, per day.  That is clearly not focusing on God.  God, who forgives, loves, saves, 
blesses, graces, listens, creates, heals, walks with us, guides us, speaks to us, and embraces us does not 
foster negativity.  God is not a God of hate, anger, violence, resentment, sadness, death, persecution, 
division, or anything that harms us or our communities.   

 Alexander Hamilton, upon his death had left a letter for his wife Eliza.  In it he wrote, “The 
consolation of religion, my beloved, can alone support you and these you have a right to enjoy.  Fly to the 
bosom of your God and be comforted.”  God is the great comforter.  Jesus is the great healer of the body, 
yes, but also of the heart and mind.  Let us fly to our Lord. 

 Helen Keller once said, “Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow.”  Profound 
but true. 

 I want to encourage everyone to find their light in God.  For even in the darkness, and perhaps 
more so in the darkness, God shines bright enough to wash away the shadows.   



Choices (author unknown) 
Each morning I wake up and say to myself, you have two choices today.  
I can choose to be in a good mood or …  
I can choose to be in a bad mood.  
I choose to be in a good mood.  
Each time something bad happens,  
I can choose to be a victim or …  
I can choose to learn from it.  
I choose to learn from it.  
Every time someone comes to me complaining, 
I can choose to accept their complaining or …  
I can point out the positive side of life.  
I choose the positive side of life.  
 
Life is all about choices. When you cut away all the junk, every situation is a  choice.  
You choose how you react to situations.  
You choose how people affect your mood.  
You choose to be in a good mood or bad mood.  
The bottom line: 
It’s your choice how you live your life.  
 
“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble 
of its own.“     Matthew 6:34 
 

Choices Matter    By Dee Dee Wike 
 
“Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to 
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life.” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20, NIV) 
 
When God created man in his own image, he created us with a free will which enables us to make choices in life. We 
are not puppets in the hands of a divine puppeteer, but rather men and women with the capability and intelligence to 
make certain choices as we journey through life. 
 
The Bible has much to say about making choices. We can choose whom we serve (Joshua 24:15), how to spend our 
time (Luke 10:42), and to pursue God’s wisdom and live according to his value system rather than the riches and 
value system of our society (Proverbs 16:16). For every choice we make, there is a reward or a consequence 
(Galatians 6:7). 
 In parenting my children, I have talked with them often about the choices they make and the effects those choices 
will have on their young lives, both now and in the days to come. I know from experience that the choices I make 
directly affect my character and the image of Christ others may see in me. The same can be said of all of us. The 
choices we make in life really do matter. 
 
Just as God gives us the free will to choose to do things, He also gives us the power of the Holy Spirit not to do 
things that are contrary to his will and to the Word of God. There is no addiction he can’t deliver us from, no sin he 
can’t forgive. I know – I’ve lived with addiction and committed sins too numerous to count. We all face temptation, but 
the Bible tells us, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let 
you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 
stand up under it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Here’s the catch, though – we must choose to take the way out that God 
provides. God supplies the power to resist sin and temptation, but the choice to resist them is strictly up to us. 
 
What choices will you make today? Ask God for wisdom to make the right choices and the courage to trust and obey 
Him in all things. 

CHOICES                             SUBMITTED BY JULIA NUGENT, MODERATOR, WORSHIP 
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Strengthening	  and	  Deepening	  Your	  Lenten	  Experience	  

	   Every	  year	  as	  Lent	  approaches,	  I	  find	  myself	  struggling	  with	  whether	  to	  give	  something	  up	  for	  40	  days	  or	  
more	  recently	  to	  add	  a	  good	  habit	  for	  40	  days.	  	  The	  following	  approach	  to	  Lent	  invites	  us	  to	  first	  identify	  our	  most	  
pressing	  spiritual	  need,	  and	  then	  provides	  a	  list	  of	  concrete	  actions	  we	  can	  take	  during	  Lent	  to	  address	  that	  need.	  	  
The	  following	  is	  information	  shared	  by	  Clear	  Lake	  Presbyterian	  Church	  that	  spoke	  to	  me	  and	  hopefully	  will	  speak	  to	  
you	  also.	  	  After	  reading	  through	  this	  information,	  if	  you	  want	  to	  focus	  on	  Lenten	  activities	  based	  on	  a	  	  particular	  
color	  for	  Lent	  this	  year,	  there	  are	  color	  coded	  sheets	  and	  a	  much	  longer	  definition	  of	  each	  color	  of	  Lent	  available	  
either	  in	  the	  church	  office	  or	  in	  the	  back	  of	  the	  sanctuary.	  	  	  
	  

Clear	  Lake	  Presbyterian	  issued	  a	  focus	  to	  their	  congregation	  that	  read	  as	  follows:	  	  You	  are	  being	  given	  a	  
very	  special	  opportunity	  to	  enhance	  your	  Lenten	  experience.	  	  This	  is	  an	  opportunity	  to	  stretch	  and	  deepen	  your	  
devotion,	  witness	  and	  service.	  	  It	  is	  called	  the	  “Colors	  of	  Lent”.	  	  You	  are	  asked	  to	  choose	  one	  color,	  and	  make	  that	  
the	  color	  of	  your	  Lent	  for	  this	  year.	  	  Think	  about	  it	  and	  pray	  about	  it.	  	  (You	  may	  want	  to	  choose	  more	  than	  one,	  but	  
only	  one	  is	  suggested.)	  	  	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Green	  Lent	  which	  represents	  the	  Virtue	  of	  Hope.	  
	   There	  are	  definite	  signs	  that	  indicate	  our	  readiness	  for	  a	  Green	  Lent:	  	  But	  perhaps	  the	  most	  certain	  sign	  of	  
the	  appropriateness	  of	  a	  Green	  Lent	  is	  when	  it	  has	  been	  a	  long	  time	  since	  we	  have	  felt	  the	  need	  for	  courage	  to	  live	  
and	  express	  our	  faith.	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Gold	  Lent:	  	  Gold	  represents	  Gratitude	  and	  Generosity.	  

A	  Gold	  Lent	  can	  be	  a	  surprisingly	  awakening	  experience,	  as	  we	  observe	  with	  renewed	  awareness	  the	  
commonplace	  riches	  of	  life.	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  White	  Lent:	  	  One	  that	  represents	  Responsible	  Stewardship,	  Justice,	  and	  Peace.	  

A	  White	  Lent	  is	  the	  time	  to	  assume	  the	  responsibility	  that	  world	  peace	  and	  preservation	  begin	  with	  each	  
one	  of	  us.	  	  	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Blue	  Lent:	  	  One	  that	  represents	  Faith	  and	  Nurturing	  the	  Young.	  
	   A	  Blue	  Lent	  provides	  a	  good	  opportunity	  for	  us	  to	  look	  at	  our	  lives,	  to	  recognize	  our	  responsibility	  to	  
nurture	  the	  young	  and	  to	  deepen	  our	  faith	  in	  the	  future.	  	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Rose	  Lent:	  	  One	  that	  represents	  joy.	  
	   Joy	  restores	  and	  sustains	  our	  capacity	  for	  wonder;	  it	  brings	  enthusiasm;	  it	  heals	  and	  strengthens.	  	  Our	  
greatest	  joy	  is	  in	  knowing	  that	  God	  loves	  us.	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Pink	  Lent:	  	  One	  that	  represents	  Charity	  and	  Fervor	  
Pink	  is	  a	  color	  of	  total	  abandonment	  to	  God’s	  will	  and	  trust	  in	  Him.	  	  Pink	  testifies	  to	  the	  presence	  of	  the	  Spirit	  of	  
God	  in	  our	  lives.	  
	  
Maybe	  this	  year	  yours	  will	  be	  a	  Lavender/Purple	  Lent:	  	  One	  that	  represents	  Repentance	  and	  Forgiveness	  
	   A	  Lavender/Purple	  Lent	  helps	  us	  to	  empty	  ourselves	  of	  all	  that	  keeps	  us	  from	  growing	  in	  our	  relationship	  
with	  God.	  
	  
Have	  a	  colorful	  Lent,	  and	  together	  as	  a	  church	  family,	  we	  will	  form	  a	  rainbow	  of	  virtues	  that	  will	  overflow	  into	  our	  
community,	  as	  together	  we	  build	  God’s	  kingdom	  here	  at	  New	  Hope	  Presbyterian.	  
	  

Christian Ed Corner                                               Linda Owens, CE1 Moderator  
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NEWS FROM OUR PRESBYTERY   BY JANET RAINEY, CLERK OF SESSION 

EIGHTEEN THINGS TO GIVE UP FOR LENT THAT AREN’T CHOCOLATE 
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The following information has been taken from the latest editions of our presbytery’s bimonthly newsletter 
(”Connections”) and weekly e-newsletter (“Tuesday Connect”). Both of these communications can be accessed on the 
Presbytery’s website: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org (listed in the “Stay Connected” box on the home page). 
 
CONCLAVES 2017  
The theme for the 2017 youth conclaves (at Cho-Yeh Camp & Conference Center near Livingston) is “Ignite – a Life of 
Fire,” and New Hope will be attending on the weekend of March 3-5. More details can be found on the presbytery’s 
website www.pbyofnewcovenant.org  (homepage Ministries/ Youth/ PYCC, and on page 9 in the Jan/Feb 2017 
edition of “Connections). 
 
DUERR LECTURE SERIES AT ST. PHILIP PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Rev. Dr. Margaret Aymer, New Testament Professor at Austin Seminary, is the speaker for the 20th annual Duerr 
Lecture Series, February 26 through 28, at St. Philip Presbyterian Church (4807 San Felipe, Houston). Dr. Aymer will 
preach Sunday morning (8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.) and present free lectures each evening at 7:00 p.m. on “From 
Babel to Pentecost: Postmodernism, Christians and Scripture.” Child care is available by calling the church office at 
713-622-4807. Details at www.saintphilip.net  
 
INVITATION TO READ 
The Synod Coordinating Team is beginning 2017 by reading “Waking Up White: and Finding Myself in the Story of 
Race” by Debby Irving. There are copies of this book in New Hope’s library. Join the team in cultivating space for 
conversation around racial discrimination and racial justice. Share your thoughts and ideas on opening dialogue in our 
society hungry for justice, equality, and love. Find their Facebook Group “Synod of the Sun Cultivating Conversation” 
and help open a dialogue. 

The following article, by Monsignor Keith Derouen, was shared by Janet Rainey. 
 
Eighteen things you should consider giving up for Lent and beyond: 
 
1. The need to please everyone: I can’t please everyone anyway. There is only one I need to strive to please. 
2. Envy: I am blessed. My value is not found in my possessions, but in my relationship with God. 
3. Impatience: God’s timing is the perfect timing. 
4. Sense of entitlement: The world does not owe me anything. God does not owe me anything. I live in humility 

and grace. 
5. Bitterness and resentment: The only person I am hurting by holding onto these is myself. 
6. Blame: I am not going to pass the buck. I will take responsibility for my actions. 
7. Gossip and negativity: I will put the best construction on everything when it comes to other people. I will also 

minimize my contact with people who are negative and toxic and bring other people down. 
8. Comparison: I have my own unique contribution to make and there is no one else like me. 
9. Fear of failure: You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just make sure you fall forward. 
10. A spirit of poverty: Believe with God that there is always more than enough and never a lack. 
11. Feelings of unworthiness: You are wonderfully made by your creator. (see Psalm 139) 
12. Doubt: Believe God has a plan for you that is beyond anything you could imagine. The future is brighter than 

you could ever realize. 
13. Self-pity: God comforts us in our sorrow so that we can comfort others with the comfort we have received from 

God. 
14. Retirement: As long as you are still breathing you are here for a reason. You have a purpose to influence 

others for the good news of the Gospel. 
15. Excuses: A wise man once said, ‘if you need an excuse, any excuse will do.’ 
16. Lack of counsel: Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum. 
17. Pride: Blessed are the humble. 
18. Worry: God is in control and worrying will not help. 



RATHER THAN JUDGING, TRY LISTENING                         BY BRIAN LONG 

 Have you ever looked upon someone who was acting in a way that did not conform to your idea of what a normal, or 
neurotypical, person would do, and thought they were odd?  Are you particularly critical of those who have substance 
addictions?  How many times have you looked at another person and thought to yourself, or even said out loud, “They’re crazy,” 
or “that person just nuts?”  Let’s be honest.  We do this a lot.  And in some way, we might be right in our assessment, though 
wrong in our approach. 
 Consider these facts.  In any given year, over 18% of American adults may suffer from an anxiety disorder.  Almost 7% 
of American adults will suffer from major depression, and even more will struggle with substance abuse.  Add to this all those 
who are enduring bipolar disorders, eating disorders, Schizophrenia and other disorders, and what you get is a whole bunch of 
suffering, and not  nearly enough understanding or relief.  The chances are very high that each of us has been or is in contact with 
someone who is suffering from mental illness. 
 I recently had the opportunity to attend a mental health first aid course.  It is widely accepted that pastors in general may 
well be quite often first responders for those who are suffering.  Many people will seek out pastors as someone they can talk 
safely with.  However, all of us may be confronted with situations where a friend or loved one needs help.   
 To be clear, what they don’t need is our condescension, our patronizing, or even our all to often offered, “get over it,” or 
“snap out of it.”  Think about it.  Does anyone ‘choose’ to be depressed?  If they could snap out of it, they would. 
 Mental illness is just as serious as a broken arm, or diabetes.  Schizophrenia, sever depression, and substance abuse, as 
well as other disorders, greatly interfere with a person’s ability to function.  For those who hear the voices, we need to 
understand that these voices often times drown out the world.  What’s more, they don’t shut up.  A person with diabetes can, for 
the most part, live life, be in loving relationships, and sincerely laugh.  For someone with a mental illness, all they can do is 
suffer.  And what’s worse, many suffer alone. 
 So, what can we do?   
 The first thing is to be aware, and not judgmental.  I once observed a crowd of people calling out for a parent to spank 
their misbehaving child.  This child was screaming, and crying, and having a severe meltdown.  The mother was in tears as she 
struggled to calm the child and to regain some measure of control.  Those standing around thought the child was spoiled, and 
simply needed to be punished.  What they didn’t know, and apparently didn’t care to know, was that the child was autistic, and 
did not yet have the skills to function.  These are the same skills that seemingly come natural to you and me.  For this child, these 
natural skills had to be taught.   
 When we observe a situation that is odd, there is likely a reason.  When a person cries for seemingly no reason at all, 
there’s a reason.  When someone is talking out loud, to no one, there’s a reason.  Just because you can’t hear the voices, it 
doesn’t mean they are not there.  Think of it like this.  Our thoughts, more often than not, are much louder than the sounds we 
take in.  For the schizophrenic, it’s worse.  Those voices, unlike the annoying neighbor, are never silenced.  We need to be 
sensitive to both the possibilities that that person is suffering, and to those we know are suffering. 
 The next thing we need to do, is listen.  Most of us are not professional mental health practitioners.  But we do all have 
ears, and hearts.  We need to be patient, active listeners.  Often times, that is what is really needed.  We can’t solve all the 
problems, and what’s more, the problems aren’t ours to solve.  But we can walk with the suffering.  After all, Jesus walked with 
us.   
 I learned this when I was in construction.  I was pretty good at my job.  Many times, a homeowner would have a 
problem.  All to often, after I understood their problem, it was clear to me that it wasn’t a problem after all.  And yet, it was a 
problem to them, and thus I learned that until I was able to teach them accordingly, it was a problem for me.  Here’s another 
piece.  Sometimes, I was too quick to judge and conclude that they did not have a problem, only to pay a little more attention, 
and dig a little deeper and discover that they did indeed have a serous issue. 
 When we begin to listen non-judgmentally, we can begin to make connections.  We are then able to walk with a person, 
and if necessary to help them shoulder their load.  What’s more, when understanding sets in, we can then start the work of 
getting them the help they so desperately need.   
 When someone falls down, we often have a desire to laugh at their clumsiness.  What we know we should do is to ask if 
they are alright.  We ascertain if they need help.  We don’t just tell them to jump back up.  We seek to know and understand why 
they fell, if they broke anything, and do they need and/or desire help.  We should do the same thing for those who suffer from the 
hurts we can’t necessarily see.  What’s more is that listening doesn’t cost us anything. 
 Another thing for us to understand is this.  For many who suffer from a mental disorder, there is no cure.  Yes, there are 
treatments.  However, many of these treatments are not cures, as they are tools that allow the suffering to function with their 
disorders.  Just as there is no cure for diabetes, only medicines that help the afflicted person live, so there is often no cure for the 
addicted, schizophrenic, or person who suffers from bipolar disorder.  And to compound it all, many times a person doesn’t just 
suffer from one disorder.  These mental illness often co-occur. 
  Jesus didn’t just heal the blind and paralyzed, he often healed the heart and mind as well. Jesus was an expert at listening.  He 
didn’t abandon anybody, nor did you jest about the suffering.  He saw the pain in humanity; all of it.  Historically, the mental ill 
have been locked away and abandoned.  Today, however, we know more and can do more.  I encourage each of us to listen a 
little more when we ask if someone’s fine.  Listen to their words, but also listen to how they are spoken.  Are they really ‘fine?’  
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Presbytery of New Covenant PW and the Mission Committee of Webster Presbyterian Church invite ALL 
WOMEN to the Spring Gathering, "Walk With Me," on Saturday, April 29 at 9:30 a.m. at Webster Presbyterian 
Church, Webster. The Rev. Helen DeLeon, Associate Pastor at Webster Presbyterian Church, will lead our worship 
service. Take a journey with Keynote Speaker, Jim White of Free the Captives, a faith-based anti-human trafficking 
501(c)(3) non-profit that fights the exploitation and trafficking of Houston’s youth. Become engaged and mobilized in 
the fight against modern day slavery and human trafficking. Lunchtime speaker, Jeff Carr, former Director of Public 
Affairs and News Chief at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, will help us trek to the moon and share 
experiences of lunar communion. The art exhibit, created by artists and builders from Webster PC and the local 
community, guides you to a greater understanding of walking in the shoes of victims of human trafficking.  

Details about mission opportunities, schedule, registration, meals, and child care can be found on the 
presbytery website at the end of February: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org - click on Ministries and follow the link to 
Presbyterian Women. Information will also be available on the PW bulletin board in Schulenberg Hall.  

The day promises to enrich women of all ages and stages of life. Hope to see you on April 29!  
Webster Presbyterian Church 201 West NASA Parkway, Webster, TX 77598 (282) 332-1251 Registration 

begins at 9:30 a.m. The program begins at 10:00 a.m. and concludes with a worship service and installation of 
officers (expected to finish at 2:15 p.m.). 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free the oppressed:” Luke 4:18  

PW SPRING GATHERING 

Summary of Business Conducted During February 2017 
• Rescheduled the March stated session meeting for one week later than usual – March 28 – due to work on A/C 

system. 
• Scheduled the following fellowship gatherings/ activities: 
 March 26 – Potluck lunch after worship service 
 May 7 – Church picnic 
 Splash Day – June 11 
 Ice cream social – July (date to be determined) 
• Elected youth elder Alex Mulhern as the ruling elder commissioner to represent New Hope at the March 18 

presbytery meeting (with Janet Rainey as the alternate). 
In addition, the congregation: 
• Approved session’s recommendation that Rev. Long’s Terms of Call be extended, unchanged for an additional five 

months (August – December 2017) in order to reset the timing of his compensation review and approval from mid-
year to the Annual Congregational Meeting ordinarily held in early February each year. 

• Approved (reaffirmed) session’s decision to obtain a $10,000 Weaver-King Loan from the Presbytery of New 
Covenant. Special Note: Because this loan was coming from presbytery it did not require a directive from the 
congregation to obtain the signature of a Trustee). Only the clerk of session’s signature was required, but session 
sought the congregation’s blessing anyway.  

The next Stated Session Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 28 (one week later than normal) at 7:00 p.m. in the 
church parlor. Ministry reports for the meeting packet will be due to Jo Ann, the office manager, by Wednesday, March 
22. 
 Other Information  
• Stephen Njome will be responsible for opening and closing the building on Sundays in March, plus preparing the 

communion elements and table for the worship service on March 5.  
• Next hosting of “Hope Impacts” (outreach to the homeless) is on Saturday, March 4 (8-11 a.m.). New Hope is 

scheduled to provide the breakfast that morning, so extra help would be appreciated.  
• The next Parents’ Night Out evening of low-cost child sitting will be Friday, March 10 (6:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.).  
• The first of three stated presbytery meetings in 2017 will be on Saturday, March 18, at Clear Lake Presbyterian 

Church, Clear Lake. 
 Special Note: Members of the congregation are always welcome (and are encouraged) to attend presbytery 
meetings as observers (no voice, no vote). If you have an interest in attending a meeting (ordinarily 9:00 a.m. to 
approx. 3:30 p.m. with $8.00 lunch available for  purchase), please let me know and I will see that you are registered 
as a visitor.  
If you would like more details, or have questions, about any of these items please feel free to contact me by telephone (281 579 
3368) or email (dandjrainey@mac.com). 

Your session at work                                                 by Janet rainEy, clerk of session 
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Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 
and he started to teach them. 

 
He began: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven…”   
But just then, a man stood up in the back and started to yell, “What are you talking about? What is ‘poor in 

spirit?’ You have to work for success. You have to leave behind the people who don’t have what it takes! Look at me; 
I’m rich and powerful and no one can control me!” 

  Heads had turned, and Jesus began to lose the attention of some. But he continued: 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  
The same man in the back began to yell again: “Hey, snowflake! Who wants a mourning crybaby? You have 

to be tough. All your leaders are weak and just let people walk all over them.” Some in the crowd, curious, moved 
closer to the man in the back. 

 “Blessed are the meek,” Jesus continued, “for they will inherit the earth.”  
The man in the back was passionately appealing to the crowd now. “All of you have been neglected for far 

too long. This man – he’s not going to fight for you. He’s not looking out for you. He’s looking out for Samaritans and 
dependent losers and tax collecting traitors. It’s time to put your people first!”  Those in the crowd whose attention 
had been turned to the yelling man were listening now. Their curious listening ears had turned into nodding heads 
and yelps of approval. 

But Jesus continued: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.”   

“Enough with this political correctness!” the loud man shouted back. “It’s getting you nowhere!” The crowd 
was starting to lose interest in Jesus. More and more were turning and moving toward the yelling man. Some started 
to raise hands and fists in response to him and people were beginning to chant and cheer. As Jesus continued, 
some were beginning to have trouble hearing him. Some were confused.  

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”   
“These people,” the man in the back shouted, “they’re among you! The Samaritans, the Gentiles, the tax 

collectors – they are the enemy! You have to fight fire with fire!” 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God,” Jesus said. 
By now, the majority of the crowd had become raucous in their approving response to the yelling man. He 

had quickly gained his following. They roared with passion, drowning out Jesus. 
But Jesus continued, undeterred: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God.” 
There were some in the crowd who had begun to feel threatened by Jesus’ words, and his meaning of those 

who are “blessed.” These, who were largely those of privilege or status in their community, began to chant back at 
Jesus, “All lives are blessed! All lives are blessed!” 

Then the yelling man in the back declared, “Follow me! It’s time you had a strong leader! Let us go and take 
this land back!” 

Jesus calmly and confidently persisted: “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

The yelling man and his newfound followers began to walk away. Some who followed were fully enraptured 
by his message of power and dominance. Others, wary of his demeanor, reluctantly joined him, longing for a lost 
sense of control over their culture and their future. 

There were many. They peeled away, marching back down the road away from Jesus. After several 
minutes, the sounds of their chants dissipated and the dust from their footsteps settled. Jesus turned to see a small 
crowd which was still there, gathered around him. They were a diverse bunch – rich and poor, Jew and Gentile, 
young and old. Their eyes betrayed their trepidation but they looked longingly and hopefully at Jesus, needing 
reassurance that their faithfulness would not be in vain. 

 
Jesus slowly kneeled down among them, looked them in the eyes, and finished his message: 

“ Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because 

of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you 

THE BEATITUDES RETOLD 
The following article, by Corey Fields, was shared by Janet Rainey. 
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We are going to Conclaves the weekend of March 3-5..  The theme is “Ignite Your Spirit in Christ”! Youth 
attending are Meghan Bettes, Alex Mulhern, Nick Bowen and Charlotte Beckett with Brian Long and Patricia 
Cole being the adult sponsors. 
 
The Fellowship Ministry hosted their Annual Sweetheart Dinner on Saturday February 18th and the youth 
“sold” donated desserts to church members in attendance. Meghan Bettes and Alex Mulhern were the two 
youth in attendance and participated in this fundraising activity. The remaining desserts were sold the 
following Sunday after worship service. Our goal was 
to raise AT LEAST $320, which is enough to cover at 
least 1 person for the summer mission trip, I am happy 
to report that we exceeded our goal! We are looking 
into several more fundraisers over the next few 
months, as always we would not be successful without 
the love and support of the entire congregation, our 
youth and this ministry greatly thanks you! 
 
On Sunday February 19th we were joined by some of 
the youth from St. John’s PC and their leader, Mary 
Gaber. Three of the four youth that attended the Rocky 
Mountain Mission Trip joined us for Sunday school, 
Worship and Fellowship.  We had a Mexican food 
lunch and caught up on the happenings in everyone’s 
lives. Our youth have really built a relationship with this group, and it’s an awesome thing! We are all 
attending Conclaves together AND we are housed in the same cabins! Plus, we are planning another 
Mission Trip together this summer! GOD IS GOOD!! 
 
Our summer Mission Trip is through Blueprint Ministries in San Antonio, Texas. We are allowed a group of 
12 on one job site so we are teaming with the youth from St. John’s PC and their leader.  We have high 
hopes to have the entire 12 slots filled between our two youth groups! Our Mission project will be to assist in 
building homes for elderly and low-income families. We are scheduled for the week of June 25th thru July 1st 
(Sunday – Saturday). The plan is to rent a van and travel as a group to San Antonio. As mentioned before, 
the cost per participant is $320 which includes food and lodging for the week. For more information see their 
website: www.blueprintministries.com 
 

 

Youth highlights                                                 by Patricia Cole 

The financial results February 28, 2017 are 
 
        Actual     Budget Estimate         Difference 
  Income   $30,680.91        $32,248.02  $1567.11 (under budget) 
  Expense  $36,479.04        $41,603.14  $5124.10 (under budget) 
 
 
Balance Sheet  Balance in Operating Account  $  4,916.22 

Balance in Special Account  $54,565.76 (includes $10,000 borrowed from  
       Presbytery for new air conditioner) 

Stewardship report  
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Everyone had a 

wonderful dinner at 

the Salt Grass Steak 

House then came 

back to the church 

for dessert and to be 

entertained by Chris 

Virginis 

PICTURES FROM THE NEW HOPE SWEETHEART DINNER 
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There is a movie that many of us have seen years ago called Pretty Woman.  There is a scene where Julia 
Roberts, who is playing the role of a paid escort, walks into an expensive, women’s clothing store.  She is dressed, 
shall we say, way underdressed, and asks a simple question.  She wants to know the cost of a dress.  The workers 
there respond by telling her it won’t fit her, which does not answer the question.  She reiterates her desire to know 
how much it costs.  They, the workers, go on to tell her it is too expensive, and then even ask her to leave.  What we 
know, and the workers don’t know, is that she has more than enough money.  They lose out on a huge sale. 

 
Welcome to planet Earth.  It’s mind boggling the ways in which we judge people; how we determine if they 

are smart, or rich, or uneducated or poor.  It’s not a new concept.  In the movie My Fair Lady, Eliza Doolittle, played 
by Audrey Hepburn, is a poor girl who sells flowers to make a living.  Once she is dressed up, and her speech 
patterns are ‘cleaned up,’ she is mistaken for royalty. Now these are just movies, aren’t they.  I know a pastor who is 
from Germany.  She was asked where her accent was from, and then told that it was not a German accent.  But wait, 
she’s from Germany, and it’s her accent. 

 
When I was growing up, we didn’t ‘jury-rig’ things, and we didn’t catch ‘tigers by the toe.’  We didn’t think 

these were derogatory. It’s just the way things were, for us.  Have you ever ‘Jewed’ someone down off of a price.  
Here’s a thought; not all Jews are greedy misers.  Have you ever seen someone acting in a way that made you say, 
‘that’s so gay.’  Here’s a thought, not all members of the LGBTQ community act the same way.  Have you ever heard 
someone being complimented as being a ‘credit to his or her own race,’ as being ‘smart for a woman?’  Have you, or 
someone you know, asked someone about where they’re from; no, where they’re ‘really’ from.  Here’s a thought; not 
all Americans look, act, or speak alike.  It hurts when we tell someone who is suffering from depression or anxiety to 
‘get over it.’  If they could, they would.   

 
We’ve learned to live in a world where being sensitive, or courteous, is called being politically correct or ‘pc.’  

And yet, being sensitive and courteous has nothing to do with politics.  Not all who are attractive are rich and 
educated.  Not all who are Asian are good at math and science.  Not all who are good at sports are dumb.  The list 
goes on and on. 

 
I have heard people in conversations with people of color make off-base comments, and then turn around 

and say, “but not you.”  I’ve heard others all too often say “I’m not racist, misogynist, homophobic, etc…” but then 
finish the statement with, “but.”  I’m sorry, that person just totally erased the first part of the sentence. 

 
While it is important, as followers of Christ, to not be racist, misogynist, etc., it is equally important to 

recognize when we actually are, and to take corrective actions.  Each of us has prejudices.  Each of us has in us, 
“preconceived opinions not based on reason or actual experience.”  To deny this is to simply lie to ourselves.  Some 
of us are prejudiced against people who are rich or poor.  Others have problems with people who have too much or 
too little education.  And still others judge people based on physical appearances.   

 
What’s important, what really matters, is that we take a hard look at ourselves.  I don’t mean just in the 

mirror, for all too often the mirror shows us what we know is there.  What I do mean is to seek out the opinion of 
others, to self-examine ourselves critically, and ask if we are judging, as Martin Luther King, Jr. put it, ‘based on the 
content of their character, rather than the color of their skin.”  Are we looking at the heart of the person in front of us, 
or are we sticking with our pre-conceived notions and moving on? 

 
Here then is a simple understanding of our world.  There is only one race of humanity, filled with a beautiful 

rainbow of colors, abundant in a wealth of ideas, primed to live into God’s kingdom, and waiting to be loved.  God 
tells us to love one another.  It is not a suggestion, or even a request.  It is a command.  I encourage you, if you dare, 
to judge yourself on how you, we, have and continue to love unconditionally.  Yes, we may fail.  Failing is not the 
problem.  The problem is when we stop trying.  Just because it has seemingly ‘always been that way,’ does not 
excuse us.   
 

Forget being politically correct.  How about we all just be courteous, polite and loving.  As a pre-school 

teacher might say, “let’s use our kind words.”  How about we follow, trust, and obey Jesus 

POLITICAL CORRECTNESS IS SIMPLE COURTESY                BY BRIAN LONG 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

MARCH 
 ANNIVERSARIES 

3/25 Bruce & Iris Hymel 

3/8 Cathy van Dijk 
3/14 Bob Radke 
3/17 Ron Day 
3/20 Bill Schulenberg 
3/22 David Mann 
3/25 Alex Mulhern 
3/30 Jennye Giles 

1

MINISTRY MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 
First Sunday of each Month 

• Christian Ed 1 Ministry Meeting 
• Christian Ed. 2 (Youth) Ministry 

Meeting 
• Communications Ministry 

Meeting 
 

Second Sunday of each Month 
• Outreach Ministry Meeting 
• Worship Ministry Meeting 
• Congregation Care Ministry 

Meeting 
 

Third Sunday of the Month 
• Mission Ministry Meeting 
• Stewardship Ministry Meeting 

 
Fourth Sunday of the Month 

• Building & Grounds Ministry 
Meeting 

• Fellowship Ministry Meeting  
 

(All Ministry Meetings are at 12:00 
following Sunday Worship) 
 
Other Regularly Scheduled Activities                               
 
First Saturday – Hope Impacts 
Every Tuesday Night: Cub Scouts 
Every Weds. Morning:  PW 
Every Weds. Evening: Bible Study 
Every Thursday Night:  AA 

2

MARCH 1  ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 6:30 p.m. 
MARCH 8  CONFIRMATION CLASSES START 5-6 pm 
MARCH 13-18  CDC ON SPRING BREAK 
MARCH 15-20  BRIAN LONG AT CREDO 
MARCH 28  SESSION MEETING 
MARCH 30  CDC FAMILY DINNER 
APRIL 9-16  HOLY WEEK (WATCH BULLETINS & NEXT MONTH’S NEWSLETTER FOR 

 SERVICE TIMES 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

NEW HOPE NEWS 

• We continue the Bible Study “Who is Jesus?: What a difference a 
Lens Makes.” Please join us on the first Wednesday of the month 
for Bible Study and Fellowship.  All are welcome. 

• We continue planning and construction of a raffle quilt. It will be 
raffled off in 2017.  The funds raised from this quilt will be used 
for mission projects. 

• The women went to Eternal Foods to donate our time and labor. 
• We are planning a field trip to the West Houston Quilt Guild Quilt 

Show on March 3rd. Lavita Golightly has 5 quilts entered in the 
show  

• Lynn Schulenberg is in the process of upgrading the Historical 
Records of PW. 

• PW will be making two donation baskets (boy and girl) with 
Disney themes, to be raffled off during the CDC Family Dinner.  
We will also be serving the dinner for the CDC. 

Presbyterian women    by cathy bliton, moderator 


